
end. 


What is claimed is; 


1. A preformed sleeve for covering a pot having an upj 
a lower end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprisii^g: 

a base portion having an upper end, a lower ^yd, and an 
interior space when opened, the l^se portion 
initially having a flat conditio;/ prior to being 
opened for receiving the po^ into the interior 
space and having a tapped /^hape when in the flat 
condition; 

a skirt portion extending Ififom t^e upper end of the base 
portion; and 

a plurality of substanticltLly unconnected, vertically 
oriented, expandable fdlds in the base portion, and 
wherein wHen the pot is disposed within the 
space of the base portion and pressure is 
exer;fefed on the base portion by the pot, the 
expandable folds in the base portion expand to 
cause the base portion to cover and surround the 
outer peripheral surface of the pot. 


2. The preformed sleeve of claim 1 further comprising an 
Sper portion extending from the skirt portion and detachable 
therefrom via a detaching element therein. 


H:\>EIIER\e403\a403.S22 CONXCoqilau ApplictlOD for Publicatlon.iipd 


5 


The preformed sleeve of claim 1 further defined as 
constructed from a material having a thickness in a range of from 
about 0-1 mil to about 30 mils. 


The preformed sleeve of claim 1 • f urthg^^def ined as 
constructed from a material having a thickjue-s's in a range of from 


about 0.5 mil to about 11 


The 


Reformed 


ills . 


sleeve of claim 1 further defined as 
constpiC^ed from a material Moving a thickness in a range of from 
"^out 1 mil to about 5 mils. 


The preformed sleeve of claim 1 further defined as 
constructed from a material selected from the group consisting of 
treated or untreated paper, metal foil, polymeric film, non- 
polymeric film, cardboard, fiber, cloth, burlap, and laminations or 
combinations thereof . 


The preformed 
of expandable folds a] 
pleats, folds e^^nhaving 
type 


Le4ve 


aim 1 wherein the plurality 
ed from the group consisting of 
z-shaped cross section, or accordion- 


lect 
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The preformed sleeve of claim 1 further comprising 
portion for serving as a handle or support device. 


The preformed sleeve of claim 1 wherean the base portion 
has a drainage hole. 


claim 1 wherein the plurality of 
base portion and the skirt 


10,. 

The preformed sl( 
folds are continuous b^*^eefc the^ 
portion. 

^^^y^ The preformed sleeve of claim 1 wherein the lower end of 
base portion is closed. 
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-^^F. A preformed sleeve for covering a pot having an UQpfer 
end, a lower end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprij 

a lower portion having an upper end, a lowpc end having 
a bottom, and an interior space y»men opened, the 
lower portion initially havipg a flat condition 
prior to being opened for yfeceiving the pot into 
the interior space and h^ing a tapered shape when 
in the flat condition; 
an upper portion exten^ng from the lower portion and 
which detaa:h^ble/theref rom via a detaching element; 
and 

a plurality op< \Jfubstantially unconnected vertically 
orientedfS expdn\^ble folds in the lower portion and 
wherein when the pot is disposed within the 
int/erior space of the lower portion and pressure is 
(xerted on the lower portion by the pot, the 
expandable folds in thei lower portion expand to 
cause the base portion to cover and surround at 
least a portion of the outer peripheral surface of 
the pot. 


The preformed sleeve of claim -i6 wherein the upper 
portion is further defined as being sized to substantially surround 
and enclose a floral disposed within the pot. 
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The preformed sleeve of claim further def^^d as 
constructed from a material having a thickness in a ra^^ of from 
about 0.1 mil to about 30 mils. 


The preformed sleeve of claim 3^ further defined as 
constructed from a material selected frojir the group consisting of 
treated or untreated paper, metal >foil, polymeric film, non- 
polymeric film, cardboard/^iber, ploth, burlap, and laminations or 
combinations thereof . 


The preformed yMeeve claim irS" wherein the extendable 
folds are selected fronr the\roup consisting of pleats, folds each 
having a z-shaped cposs section, or accordion-type folds, 

The/preformed sleeve of claim 3r5 further comprising a 
portion for /Serving as a handle or support device. 


^ 


The preformed sleeve of claim 1^ wherein the lower 
portion has a drainage hole. 


a-flr The preformed sleeve of claim i3 wherein the plurality 
of extendable folds are continuous. 
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3^. A method of covering a pot having an upper end, a J^wer 
end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprising the steps of: 
providing a preformed sleeve comprising: >^ 
a base portion having an upper end, a>^ower end , and an 
interior space when opened^ the base portion 
initially having a flat oondition prior to being 
opened for receiving >che pot into the interior 
space and having a Jt^apered shape when in the flat 
condition,! \ X 
a skirt portionf^xteoiding from the upper end of the base 

portion, anA \ 
a plurality yof sjibstantially unconnected, vertically 
orienlred, expandabPe folds in the base portion; and 
disposing the pot into the interior space of the base 
jportion wherein pressure is exerted upon the base 
/ portion by the pot causing the expandable folds in 
/ the base portion to expand to cause the base 
/ portion to cover and surround at least a portion of 

/ the outer peripheral surface of the pot, 

/ 3^. The method of claim 2J^ wherein in the step of providing 
^a preformed sleeve, the preformed sleeve further comprises an upper 
portion extending from the skirt portion and which is detachable 
therefrom via a detaching element. 


M:\WEDCR\8403\8403.522 CONNCooplete Application for Publication. wpd 


37 


yk^. The method of claim dO' wherein in the step of 
a preformed sleeve the plur^Aty of expandable 
continuous between the base portion and ttxe^'^lcirt portion. 


ling 
are 


0% 

the prefer: 


The methoc 


clai: 


•8*3 vrherein in the step of providing 
sleeve the upp^r portion is sized to substantially 
5bund and enclose a floral grouping disposed within the pot. 
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A preformed sleeve for covering a pot/' having an upper 

/ 

end, a lower end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprising: 

a base portion having an upper end/ a lower end, and an 
interior space when opene^l, the base portion 
initially having a flat oondition prior to being 
opened for receiving tne pot into the interior 
space and having a tarred shape when in the flat 
condition; and 
a plurality of substarytially unconnected, vertically 

folds in the base portion, and 
when l3^e pot is disposed within the 
the base portion and pressure is 
\se portion by the pot, the 
-n the base portion expand to 
rtion to cover and surround at 
the outer peripheral surface of 



of claim Sr6 further comprising an 
detaching element. 


t 

Q^. . The pref 
upper portion detac 

•3€rr The preformed sleeve of claim ^ wherein the plurality 
of expandable f/lds further comprises a plurality of pleats, a 
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plurality of folds each having a 
plurality of accordion-type folds. 

The preformed sleeve of 
of the base portion is closed. 
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A method of covering a pot having an upper end, a lower 
end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprising the steps of: 
providing a preformed sleeve ycomprising: 

a base portion having ^n upper end, a lower end, 
and an interior /space when opened, the base 
portion initia/ly having a flat condition 
prior to bein^ opened for receiving the pot 
into the intj^rior space and having a tapered 
shape when >in the flat condition; and 
plurality / of substantially unconnected, 
vertically oriented, expandable folds in the 
base portion; and 
disposing^ the ppt into the interior space of the base 
pofrtiJDn/o/ the preformed sleeve wherein pressure is 
^upon the base portion by the pot causing 
Jandable folds in the base portion to expand 
se the base portion to cover and surround at 
leafet a portion of the outer peripheral surface of 
le pot. 

lP / ^ 

method of claim ^ wherein in the step of providing 
the prefor/ed sleeve, the preformed sleeve further comprises an 
upper potion detachable via a detaching element in the preformed 
sleeve. 
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